ADVANTAGES FOR TOWN PLANNING
Embassy is a large building housing a considerable com-
munity; there are three separate kitchens in the basement.
They were much perturbed about this when we were there
and did not know how they could manage. That, however,
was not the affair of the Mossoviet, who courteously but
firmly pointed out the facts and suggested that the Embassy
should deal with them. Xo question of compensation arises:
I am not even sure whether there will be a reduction of
rent! The Embassy must manage as best it can. This is
an undoubted hardship; one can imagine what would
happen if the level of the Thames were to be raised and
to flood large numbers of kitchens. The compensation de-
manded and a\varded by the courts would almost certainly
be enough to prevent any such scheme being carried through.
The excessive compensation so frequently awarded in
England is disastrous to town planning; on the other hand
any costs forced on individuals by a tow^n plan are in fact part
of the total cost to the community* of that plan, and as a matter
of principle fair though not excessive compensation should
be paid. And yet there can be no doubt of the immediate
advantages of the Moscow method for town-planning pur-
poses; in the Russian view it is far better that the general
advantage should be followed, even though a limited number
of individuals suffer.
Another advantage of socialism is that the Mossoviet has
full architectural control over new buildings to be put up.
Careful consideration has been given to this matter, Nine
ateliers of architects, each under the leadership of a distin-
guished Russian architect, have been made responsible for
the general design of the principal quays and main roads.
Under capitalism unified control of this sort has only been
possible when a single landlord has owned large areas of a
city, as in Bath and Buxton. Even when a city council buys
the land and so acquires the powers of ownership, as the
Manchester City Council has in Its new satellite garden-town
of Wythenshawe, the council as a whole feels that the private
owners of houses must be allowed to settle the design of
their own houses. Though the city council gives its architect
some control, their "ownership mentality" means unfortu-
nately that the architectural control is much less than it is
likely to be in Moscow.
Not only -will these ateliers of architects control the broad
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